
Taking the weight out of lif ting with the 
Arnold MK1 Compact  

 

It’s the safer way to lift!
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Watch the video to see  
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U S E R  G U I D E  
The Arnold MK1 Compact is an ergonomically 
designed lifting device used by one person to 
safely and efficiently lift a range of manhole, 
duct and trench covers. 

It has a very impressive and safe working load 
of 125kgs, with little effort needed to assemble 
and operate the Arnold MK1 Compact.

The Arnold l i f ter can be assembled and 
disassembled with ease into a compact and 
easily transportable size with a carrying weight 
at around 17kg. It also has high visibility light 
reflective markings to be easily seen at night or 
in low level lighting conditions. 

The pivoting bearer beam allows the lid to 
remain in the horizontal position during the 
extraction or replacement process. 

There are a variety of accessories for the 
Arnold MK1 Compact including the essential 
'Stock Lifting Keys' which are available to use 
with most covers in the UK. This said, should 
you require a set of bespoke keys specific to 
your needs we will be happy to manufacture 
and supply them. 

The wheels are 260mm in diameter wi th 
pneumatic tyres, which allow the Arnold to be 
easily guided across uneven or gravelled 
surfaces with minimal resistance*. 

(*Please not that the Arnold MK1 Compact is not designed to 
travel fully ladened across rough terrain.)
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O P E R A T I O N A L  P R O C E D U R E  

From storage wind the jack handle of the 
bearer beam anti clockwise (Figure 1). 
Pull the handle section back and lower it 
to the floor (Figure 2). Remove the bearer 
beam and place it over the lid.

The locating pin in the lower section 
should now be removed and the section 
guided through the gap in the lower 
section and locked into position by 
replacing the safety pin (Figure 3). 
 
(Continues page 4.)

FIGURE 2

FIGURE 1

FIGURE 3

Tightening the jack 
locks the frame 

components into place 
to enable easy 
transportation.

Jack Leg

Locating Pin

Release jack leg, pull 
and lift the handle which 
will separate the bearer 

beam from the ‘Load’ 
handle.

Jack Leg

Bearer Beam - Handle 

Main Load Handle  
- Section

Load Handle

Feed ‘Load’ handle 
section through the gap 
in the chassis and lock. 
Insert locating pin and 
secure with safety pin.

Bearer Beam
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Locating Pin 
secured with Safety 

Pin

Position bearer beam on 
the cover to be lifted and 
fit the lifting keys through 
the bearer beam and into 
the socket holes on the 
cover.

Bearer Beam

FIGURE 4

FIGURE 5

Position the Arnold MK1 
Compact underneath the 
handle of the bearer 
beam and such down on 
the load handle, lifting the 
cover.

Load Handle

Load Handle

Locating Pin 
secured with Safety 

Pin

Lifting Key

O P E R A T I O N A L  P R O C E D U R E  

The lifting keys should then be guided 
through the centre of the bearer beam 
located into the lid below. Too secure, the 
keys should be rotated 90° and the locking 
nuts wound tightly onto the bearer beam. 

The Arnold MK 1 Compact can now be 
manoeuvred into position with the front 
section being place into the slots located in 
the handle of the bearer beam (Figure 4).

The Manhole Cover Lid  
 is ready to be removed.  
Force with downward 
pressure on the Load handle 
and the cover with start to lift 
up and out (Figure 5). If you 
meet with any resistance, you 
can screw down on the jacks 
as this will help to release the 
cover. (You made need to use a 
mallet to tap the cover). 

Once the cover has been lifter 
and is above ground the Arnold 
can be wheeled backwards so 
the cover can be place down in a 
safe location away from the work 
area. 
 
Returning the cover, manoeuvre 
the Arnold to line up so the cover is 
positioned over the  the manhole, 
then lower gently into place. 
 

Lifting Key

Jack Leg

Bearer Beam

Bearer Handle

Main Frame  
slots under 
and into 
Bearer 
Handle

NOTE: The main frame of the 
Arnold MK1 Compact should be 
removed from the bearer beam 

before the lifting keys are 
released.
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O P E R A T I O N A L  V I D E O

Arnold MK1 Compact
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“Lifting the lid on safety  
with its effortless ease of use.”

https://youtu.be/hNDWlz0_giI

Click on the link below if you’re viewing this as a 
PDF, alternatively type the url into your browser.



ARNOLDLIFTERS 

Latrigg House, Pinfold Lane  
Pollington. DN14 0DR 

T:  01405 861365 
M: 07772 793413 

info@arnoldlifters.co.uk  
https://www.arnoldlifters.co.uk 

QUALITY MANAGEMENT 

Arnold Lifters Ltd have been approved QMS 
Quality Management Systems to BS EN ISO 
9001 : 2015. 
 
The Arnold Mk 1 Compact lifting device has 
been tested and approved to lift lids up too 
125kg and has a self weight of approximately 
17kg. 
 
Patent Pending.

mailto:info@arnoldlifters.co.uk
https://www.arnoldlifters.co.uk

